EANES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

GIFTED AND TALENTED
Fall 2014
Dear Parents,

One of the educational opportunities we offer in the Eanes Independent School District is the Gifted and Talented Program.  The focus of the GT Program is to serve students who have instructional needs due to exceptional potential in both intellectual and creative abilities.  Because each district has different qualifications guidelines, children, including students new to the district, will need to be assessed in order to be recommended for the Eanes ISD Gifted Program.   

Assessment occurs once a calendar year beginning in late October.  Please be aware of due dates in the campus newsletter and on the school website.  All children are eligible for assessment for the Gifted Program regardless of their previous assessment date.  Students are assessed through a formal process.  The assessment process is open to all students through a referral system.  Students may be referred by parents, staff members, or themselves.  Once a student is referred, parents must complete the online Consent for Assessment Form and submit it by the deadline in order for the assessment process to begin.  The online consent form can be found on your school’s website. 
The deadline for submitting the online Consent for Assessment form is October 28, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.  


The following measures and additional information are used to assess students: an ability test, a nonverbal ability test for K-1 students, a student portfolio, and the Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scales (GATES) forms which are completed by you and your child’s teacher(s).  You are encouraged to attend one of the GT Assessment Information Meetings offered at your campus.  Notification of meeting dates and times will be published in your campus newsletter or on your campus website.

The entire assessment process takes about eight weeks due to the variety of data that must be collected.  Results of the assessment will be mailed before the winter break. If your child has participated in a gifted program in another school district, please send any relevant information (i.e. testing results) to your campus GT Specialist.
You will be notified in writing after the process is completed and the Campus GT Instructional Needs Committee has met to make its recommendation. You are then welcome to make an appointment with the GT Specialist to review the results.
Sincerely,

Cara Beth McLeod

Cara Beth McLeod

Cedar Creek Elementary 
Gifted and Talented Specialist

EANES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

GIFTED AND TALENTED ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
The Eanes ISD elementary level Gifted and Talented Program focuses on two areas of giftedness: intellectual and creative abilities.  The district follows the Texas State plan for the Education of Gifted and Talented Students guidelines in the identification process.

Multiple measures, both quantitative and qualitative, are utilized to maximize the probability of identifying students with the potential to excel in the two areas.  The five measures are briefly described.
Assessment Instruments:

Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) – (given to Grades K-5) Measures performance in 5 areas:

· Verbal Comprehension

· Verbal Reasoning


· Pictorial Reasoning

· Figural Reasoning


· Quantitative Reasoning

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT2) - (given to Grades K-1) Nonverbal Ability Test
Student Portfolio - A collection of 5 items of the child’s original products:
Kindergarten Student Portfolio:

· 5 Planned Activities completed with the G/T Specialist

Grades 1-5 Student Portfolio: 

· 4 Planned Activities completed with the G/T Specialist

· 1 Student Project submitted from home (more information is in the Student Project Packet)

GATES – (given to Parents and Teachers Grades K-5) Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scales form evaluates the characteristics of students in these 5 areas:

· Intellectual Ability


· Academic Skills


· Creativity


· Leadership



· Artistic Talent

Please allow about 8 weeks for the entire assessment process due to the variety of data that must be collected.  You will be notified in writing after the data has been collected and the Campus G/T Instructional Needs Committee has made its recommendation.  If you have any questions, please contact your campus GT Specialist.
Important Dates to Remember

Sept. / Oct.

   
GT Assessment Information Meetings

Information meeting about the GT assessment process.  

Monday, September 29 ………...…   Meeting time 3:00-4:00 in Room 22
Friday, October 10……….………
Meeting time 8:00-9:00 in Room 22
October 28, 2014    

Consent for Assessment form due

Tuesday at 5 p.m.
The online Consent form must be submitted in order for your child to be assessed.

November 13, 2014

GATES form due from Parent
Thursday at the 
The GATES form will be sent home by November 3rd.   Please complete and return the form to the school office or your child’s teacher by the due date.
November 19, 2014

Student Project due (1-5th grades only) 

On or before Wednesday 

(Does not apply to Kindergarten)

Please complete the form in the packet, submit it with your project, and bring it to the GT room on the due date.

Results of the assessment process should be mailed December 19, 2014
If you have any questions, please contact me, Cara Beth McLeod at cmcleod@eanesisd.net 
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